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 T
he sign was small and nondescript, 
pointing the way with little fanfare 
to the Broken Head caravan park. 
We’d bypassed the beaches of 

Byron Bay, left behind the delights of 
Bangalow, and I felt a twinge of regret as 
we turned down that forested road, wondering 
how this could possibly measure up.

Minutes later we came to a large fence 
hiding our weekend accommodation. 
More mystery: from the road it looked like 
a compound, not a holiday house. But as 
we entered, taking in the lush gardens, sun-
bathed daybed and vast decks, we realised 
this is not a place that shouts of its charms.

Nor does Broken Head beach, or the sign 
would say Best Beach in the World. Well, that 
might be overstating it, but on this winter day, 
with its perfect barrel waves, thickly forested 
headland and magical views north to Cape 
Byron, it certainly seemed that way.

As we sat on the sand, warming our backs 
in the sun, the children scaled the rocks and 
poked around little rockpools and caves 
before skipping into the surf and the warm, 
brown tea-tree lakes. Invigorated, we strolled 
back along a private track to the house.

Pavilion 2 is one of seven homes in 
a gated estate. It was completed last 

Christmas and while the gardens are nicely 
established, the house smells new and 
fresh. It consists of four interconnected 
pavilions, three linked by open walkways. 
The master bedroom with a private deck, 
large ensuite and outdoor bathtub forms one 
pod; a second bedroom with a daybed on 
the deck forms another. The main pod (above) 
is the living area, which opens out to decks 
on three sides and has all the mod cons 
(iPod dock, flatscreen TV, Blu-ray). The 
fourth wing contains a generous kitchen and 
dining along with a third bedroom and ensuite. 

It’s perfect for a small group as everyone 
has their own space to escape to. Three other 
houses in the complex are for rent, an option 
for larger gatherings such as weddings. The 

owner had thoughtfully provided bikes and 
beach gear and nice touches such as 
umbrellas, books and board games. The 
coffee machine and large bag of coffee 
beans were a welcome sight, though we 
weren’t so impressed to find the main 
ensuite lacked hand soap or toiletries, even 
toilet paper (which surprised the owner when 
we told her); and the kitchen was devoid 
of a welcome pack of teabags and sugar.

The nearest convenience store is a short 
drive away at Suffolk Park and though we’d 
come prepared to cook, we made the 15-
minute trip to Byron Bay for our main meals. 
After the peaceful beauty of Broken Head, 
Byron seemed so busy. How glad I was 
that we’d bypassed it. My thoughts were 
confirmed during an early morning walk 
through the Broken Head nature reserve, 
one of the last areas of coastal subtropical 
rainforest remaining in NSW. We’d already 
done the walks around Cape Byron, 
undeniably beautiful but thick with tourists. 
Here, we passed a couple of surfers and 
otherwise had the place to ourselves as 
we ambled along the track down to the 
deserted bays carved into the headland.

It made us yearn for summer and the 
return trips we already have planned.

the deal
PH 0417 710 285
WEBLINK www.
pavilion2atbroken 
head.com.au
RATES Weekends 
(3-night minimum) 
$1000 per night 
off-peak, $1500 
in holiday season.  
Until early September, 
book a week for $3000 
and get the second 
week half-price.
 
THE VERDICT
Paradise found.
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